Extract from Hansard
Tuesday, 19 May 2009
Petition — Fire Risk and Prescribed Burning Targets
DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton): I have a petition bearing 170 signatures that reads:

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, are concerned that WA faces a very high risk of wild fires fed by the
unacceptable build up of unburnt fuel on the forest floor that could overwhelm fire fighters
and towns because the State’s recommended prescribed burning targets have not been met.

The annual target for prescribed burning in WA used to be in the vicinity of 300,000 hectares
a year. In the 1990s, that was reduced to 200,000 hectares a year. Between 2000 and 2008,
the average annual area of prescribed burning in WA was only 149,000 hectares, which is 25
per cent below the target.

This has created a backlog of 400,000 hectares where the forest fuel levels are now
extremely high. Although prescribed burning is controversial and many people find the
resulting smoke unpleasant, we believe that as prescribed burning targets have been set by
experts, they should be met.

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly request that the Minister for Environment and
Conservation, and the Government fulfill the State’s prescribed burning targets to lower the
fuel load that has built up before Western Australia experiences a tragic event like the
devastating recent fires in Victoria.



